4 ; N "D | | ; wi 4 
Poe „ „ 4 8 ö 5 . 
* 2 : 5 F * 75 2 N - . Py x „ 
& ; © 7 | +; * a 2 


ecounT” 


"= WP so MB © | : 
* ne D eſigns — 


To Create a Miſunderſtanding betwixt = 
KING and his PEOPLE; = 


And to Subvert the . 


ENGLISH Conſtitution, 
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By Exalting the Prerogative, and Ren- 
dering Parliaments Uſeleſs. | 


— 


1 PIG 
=, "RE: Wa 


a — 2 — rar gy" 


% 
. 
. 
L 
* 
* * 
* 
% 
— . 4 
: C 
- 
ry > i Py 
» pop. » 2 0 7 < 4 * 
2 . ; 7 8 
— he.» * 2 
6 $ ** "$ 7 _— 
4 * 1 + » : 
. * : * E 
£ 1 2 3 . 1 85 * 8 * 3 
wand: 4 I . : 8 
N B — J - En 


9 . 3 ; 
\ * . a * P * n y MRS » 
* - 
i Fg * 3 wt 
4 PR. bs - > * wn 
" * WS | : F 0 
* * N 
na - ® 5 
— & 7 
* * 4 , I 


% 1 5 FRY £ 4 * 4 FE Sa 
— - * o |. _ 
N * * = 7 4 y ; * Ct 
4 . . 
A * 
% * 4 — L * Gt 2 
% 1 8 : » . - 
— = * — ok 0 5 1 $ 
lf" 7 
+ Fe : „ 
4 FI + ; 
% | {5 _ * 1 W es 
» * k 3 "Re K 
* 7 * 
- 2 * 
* kj U 1 * * * 
> Far : IJ i n _— 
. — I "4 . * — 4 
8 F * 5 : — 
= 0 . * 4 


— 
. 
* 
£ 4+ 4 


—_— 


S 
* 
* 


— 


*. 
* 
"4 
r AHI FW 


o 
. 
4 


* 
19 
4 
4 
. 
* 
— 
* 
os 
* 
2 
0 
r OS n 
* 
£2 
> 
, 


oy 


Poor certainly ſuch Mien as ſpiric a People 
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ſubverſion of their — hn oh Srila 


their own Kepreſentatives, can mean riot 
but the Deftrudion of our Conſtitution ; 
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hatch d, to engage Men to make an aftual 
Surrender of their Liberties, which no King 
yet could obtain by Force. We 


England a Party to promote 
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trary Deſigns, and the French Methods having 
fail'd them in preceding Reigns, they now try 
what they can make of the Examples of Swe- 
den and Denmark, and do endeavour to have 
the People believe, they lie under a fatal Ne- 
ceflity of parting with. their Parliamentary 
Rights to preſerve their County. 
We cannot conſider, without the greateſt 
amazement, how far this wicked Deſign 
work d it ſelf into the Fancy of the common 
People the laſt Seſſions, whoſe Forefathers 
ſtruggl'd ſo hard to leave them in poſſeſſion of 
their Rights; and we our ſelves have but lately 
been at the Expence of a Revolution to keep 
them: And who could imagine that Men 
who pretended ſuch a forwardneſs in tlie Re- 
volution, ſhould in a few Years after make a 
Party to give away thoſe Rights for which our. 
Forefathers and our ſelves have ſuffered ſo 
much to maintain? Certainly a diſintereſted 
By-ſtander, to ſee a Cauſe of this Nature ad- 
vanc d by a free People, muſt conclude them 
to be under the Judgment of a popular Fren- 
zy; for Men in their right Senſes would never 
ion for Chains and Fetters, and labout to 


enllave themſelves. One would piry Men in 


Diſtraction to ſee them cut and w oun i een, 


ſelves; 


* = 
* ty | 


ſelves; but when they Run 4 Muck, and kill 
other People, they ought to be laid under Re- 
ſtraiat ; and therefore the Temper and Patience 
of the: laſt Parliament was very conſiderable, 
in not puniſhing to the utmoſt degree thoſe 
Impudent Invaders of the Rights of the 
moſt Auguſt and Powerful Senate in the Uni - 
: verſe. . 0 x ; „ e cn hag Re 
To make Parliaments uſeleſs has been the 
Deſign and Plot of a Party of Men among 
us ever ſince the Revolution; nor have they 
fail'd of embracing every Advantage which 
happn'd for that purpoſe. Indeed their At- 
tempt. in getting a Standing Army proving A- 
bortive, their Deſigns were ſome what retard- 
ed; but the laſt Seſſions they again appear d un- 
der other Colours, they had engag d a Scoun- 
drel Patty to hang out their Flag of Defiance 
againſt their. own Repreſentatives, and ſedi- 
tious Clamours and Noiſes againſt the Par- 
liament were ſpread throughout the whole 
Kingdom. Theſe Clamours and Noiſes were 
but as ſo many Trumpets of Rebellion to ga- 
ther the Zealous Mob together, and to know 
how many could diſtinguiſh the Sound: The 

Heads of the Party thinking themſelves ſe- 
cure of Numbers, begin to marſhal their 
3 f So Men, . 
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are again divided into ſmall Detachments, 


ſome of which are to libel the Parliamenr, 


others are to_rendezvoute at Coffee-houſes, 


and there rail, and lye, and vilify and aſperſe 


ſuch leading Members in the Houſe as are moſt 


in the Intereſt of their Country. Every one 
of theſe Diviſions had an Orderly Man ap- 
pointed, whoſe buſineſs every day was, to 
come to their main Guard at the N. rr, and 
there give an Account how the People liſted, 
and to receive Orders: So that the Cauſe now 
began to move pretty well within the Lines of 
Communication. And to ſpirit the People in 
the Country againſt the Parliament, was the 
Poſt of the chief Traders, ſo that not a Bill 
of Parcels went into the Country without a 
parcel of Faction againſt the Parliament. There 


never yet was a Plot without a Prieſt in the 


-ment -retarded"the King's Buſineſs, chat they ſought 


Conſpiracy: ſome of the Diflenting Preachers 
were eaſily engaged in this Deſign, they ani- 
mated their People in the Cauſe, who believe 

with an implicit Faith. Ar that time I heard 


one of their Preachers tell a great many Lies 


to God Almighty in his Prayers againſt the 
Patliamerit; He complain'd that the Parlia- 


wer 


not the Good of the Nation, &c. So that this 
Parliament, which did the beſt Service to their 
Country that could be, had railing Accuſati- 
ons . them both before God ande 
Things being now ripe for Action, twas 
thought fit to let the Parliament know what 
the Reſentment of the Nation was (for theſe 
People had the Impudence to call themſel ves 
the whole Nation ) and this was done by a Peti- 
tion from the Quarter-Seffions for the County 
of Kent : But this Petition was worded after 
fo inſolent and ſawcy a manner, that it was 
not fit to be delivered to a Petty Jury in an 
Inferior Court, The Parliament in vindica- 
tion of their own Rights, committed the Per- 
ſons, for their Infolence, that delivered the 
Petition, to the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at 
Arms attending their Houſe. This gave new 
Life to their Cauſe. The Partys committed 
were daily viſited by the Faction. Now all 
the Clamour and Noiſe about Town and 
Country, was the Injuſtice they had dane rhe 
Petitioners By committing them, whom the 


Faction n à Libel ſent to the Speaker, and 
ſubſuribed Legion, call'd their Maſters, Now 
all che Factous Tribe are quite run mad, 
e here's 


ES 


here's, Slavery under a Parliament which. is 
intolerable; and they were ſo angry at the 


very Idols that their own Hands had ſet up, 


at they were for pulling our Conſtitution to 


"the Ground, and razing the very Name of 2 


Ho uſe of Commons out of our Laws and Hi- 
Korys.z Pax f I have heard/?em ſay, that they | 


hop d this would be the laſt Parliament ſhould 
be ſeen in England, and that it would never 


be well for the Nation till the King had the 
Power to act at his own Diſcretion, without 
being embarras d with ſo troubleſome a Body 


all che Libels they wrote at that time, and 


ed to no other purpoſe; for they did not ſo 
much ſtrike at any particular Members of 
that Houſe, or any ſingular Grievance they had 


occaſioned, as at the very Eſſence and Being 


olf Parliaments. © 


- 1} Ihe Kentiſh Petitioners f being thus favour- 


ed with the good Opinion of the gaderene 
Mob, and finding that the Parliament was no- 
thought, having inſulted the Maſters, they 


= 


might affront. their Servant ; and hereupon 
they behaved themſelves after; ſo inſolent a 


manner 


CES FI0< 


manner to de N at Arms, whoſe Priſo- 
ners they were, that the Serjeant was forcd 
to complain to the Houſe. Which Carriage 
of theirs the Houſe ſo far reſented, as to com- 
mit them to ſafer Cuſtody in the Gatehouſe, 
This gave a new occaſion of railing, and prov'd 
as Oil to the Wheels of their Plot; they mov d 
with all the Fury in the World, except open 
Force; and had their Courage been proportio- 
nable to their Malice, it muſt have neceſſarily 


concluded in an open Rupture. | 
For no ſooner aroſe the Difference betwixt 


the Houſe of Lords and the Houſe of Com- 
mons, about the Impeachments of the Lords 
Partitioners; but the Legionites ſtruck in with 
the former, tho they were a Body of another 
Nature, and only repreſented themſelves in 
Parliament. But theſe Men laid hold on all 
Advantages they thought might aſſiſt them in 
blaſting the Reputation of the Commons, in 
order to render them uſeleſs in che Opinions of 
the unthinking Mob. 

Under thele Ioconveniences did this good 
Parliament labour; being at one time affront- 
ed by thoſe who ought to venture Life and 
Limb in their Vindication, and to juſtify their 


own Rights of | mpeachment : yet with more 
chan 
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out all: the 


Storms of Inveterate Malice, and like true 
Engliſh Men, as indeed they were; they defend- 
ed their own and their Peoples Rights to the 
wt Day of theif keting. ace 

© Before I proceed to give a further Account 


of the Steps the Legionites took to ruin this 
Parliament, I muſt crave leave to ſay ſome- 
thing in Vindication of that truly Honourable 


and Auguſt Aſſembly, who as they are now 
the juſt Object of the Love of all good 
Men ling, 10 will their Names be ſacred to 
Poſterity, and the Children yet unborn will 
a venerable Reſpect to their Memories. 
And for what Realons ſoe ver they were at laſt 
diſfol ved, yet this preſent Parliament, in their 
ficſt Addich to his Majeſty, gave that Parlia- 


ment a juſt and honourable Character, and | 


do never mention them but with a profound 
Reſpect. ORR eee 
The Ground of the Eegionites QuarreFagainſt' 


_ that Parliament, was their not proclaiming of 


War againſt France: Tho every body knows 
tis none of the Parliament's Buſineſs to pro- 
chaim War. And how could they adviſe the 
King, as they were the Grand Council of the 
Nation, in an Affair of that Nature, when 

| | Ong they. 
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they knew dot what! Treaties kisMajeſty had: 
enxered into, not upon what Foot England ſtood 


wich the reft of the Allies? What, ſaid the 


Legionites, will che Parliztnent ſuffer the French 
\Kingeo run away oft be Kingdomof Span? 
They are in a French Inteteſt, and have taken 
French Money? The Treaty of Partition was 
the Occaſion of the French King's getting the 
Kingdom of Spam, and could theſe Men ima- 
gine that the Parliament, which was not con- 
folded in the akin of 
were actually ſicting whilſt that Treaty was un- 


der the Conſidetation of the Managers, would 


adviſe a War which could be no other than the 


Reſult of that Treaty? What could Men with- 


in the Boundsof Reaſon expect more from that 
Parliament than they perform d? Was it not 


a Wiſe precaution to enable his Majeſty to enter 
into Alliances, and to know the Strength of the 
Confederacy before they engaged in a War? 


Tho the Devil be in the Legionites, could they 


or their old Father in em, tell what Englands 2 


+ Quita was to be in the War, before his Majeſty 
bad confulted his Allies, and laid the State of 
the War before his Parliament? Or would they 
have had us engage in a War upon our own | 

Account, and then truſt to rhe good Narure of 

5 ä the 
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that Treaty, tho they 


3 [32] 
8 1 ey would help. us or not? 


the ö 


The Putch indeed BY a, lamentable Letter t to 
his Majeſty, which his Majeſty laid before the 


Parliament; and the Parliament upon Honour, 

without any Obligation, ſent them 10050 Men, 
The Dutch we find cry'd out before they were 
hurt; however, like good Neighbours, we came 
to their Aſſitance: And what could the Lægio- 
nites expect more of that Parliament? Would 
they have had *em declare War, for the Dutch? 


were they not capable of doing it themſelves >: 


If their Houſe was beſet with Thieves, whoſe. 
buſineſs was it to oppoſe the Burglars ? certain- 
ly. theirs who. own'd the Goods and Shire, 
4 Plate and Jewels. ä 
The Parliament's not declaring Warn was the 


chief Cauſe of the Kentiſh Petition: The Poſte- 
Tity of Jack Cade and Wat Tyler were extreme 


angry at the Buſineſs, but much more that the 
Parliament would neither take their Advice, 
nor heed their Threats, but committed them 
for being Sawcy. But that the Parliament 3 in- 
fring d the Right of Petitionin becauſe t they. 
deny 'd the Legionites the e Right 0 | Libelling, is 
the vaineſt Suggeſtion 1 in the World : For . 
was that Petition but a Libel and Satyr, a Lam- 
Pon and Ridicule pon. the f el 


639 
in England + . Parliaments are not to conlult their 
Electors in the great Affairs of the Publick, for 
their Electors are incapable of giving their Ad- 

vice in ſuch Matters. In things relating to their: 

articular Boroughs, the Ele&ors may adviſe 
their Repreſentatives, for of theſe Affairs they 
may be well appriſed.: But whar could a Free- 
holder know of the State of Europe, fo as to ad- 
viſe a Parliament, when, be had been follow- 
ing the Plough-Tail ever ſince the Peace ? That. 

Grand Jury ought to be Chronic d, that could: 
ſee farther into 8 Sek Affairs than the King and 
both Houſes, and thought themſelves injured: 
becauſe their Advice was not taken. 

And if the Parliament has not a Power of 
committing Criminals, they had as good ſhut up 
Shop; for I can aſfure them if they are ſo weak 
as that comes to, they will not long be a Par- 
liament. If they are capable of judging what 
Laws are fit to puniſh Criminals, I hope they 
are capable of knowing when a Perſon has bro- 
ken ſuch Laws; and it has been immemorially. 
their Right to puniſh ſuch Perſons, tho the Le- 
giontes repreſent this Act as an Innovation, and: 
an Intrenchment on the Liberty of the People. 

I think that Parliament which puniſhed: Treſili- 
. had a notable Power when they. caus 5d him 
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to be executed at Thburn within fix or ſeven 
Hours after they met; and one part of his Trea- 
ſon was, adviſing the Diſſolution of a Patlia- 
ment, contrary to the Intereſt of the Realm 
which is much the ſame with inſulting a Par- 


quer 


\ 


[35] | 
quer Bills would paſs at a ſmall Diſcount. The 
Buſineſs of che Cheguer Bills being then befort 
the Houſe, the Houſe eſteem'd it an inſolent 
Intermedling with their Buſineſs, and for the 
fame he was taken into the Cuſtody ef the 
Serjeant at Arms, where he a long time con- 
tinued a priſoner to his great Charge. Now 
wha# he wrote was Matter of Truth, for the 
Chequer Bills did paſs at a mueh greater Diſeount 
than he mentioned in his Paper; but not one 
word of what the Kentiſh Men ſaid in their Be 


tition has-prov'd true. 
My next Irftance is the Caſe of Mes John 


Rye a Merchant of London, who held a Bre. 

houſe in Goodmans-fields in the Name of another 
perſon. The Commiſſioners of Exciſe had very 
barbarouſty treated Mr. Rye upon ehe account: 
of the faid Brewhouſe ; inſomuch that he was- 
forc'd to petition! the Houſe of Commotis as his 
laſt Reſort for Juſtice. In his Petition and Caſe 
he mentioned one of the Commiſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe by Name, who was a Member of the. 
Huſe of Commons, and had done him the greateſt 
Injuſtice. This the Houſe judg'd to be à Breach 
of Privilege, and for the fame he was commit 
ted to the Cuſtody. of the Serjeant at Arms; 


and his Petition was never conſidered, nor his 
SGrie- 


1369 . 
OSrie vance evet᷑ redreſs d: [Before be was ſet at 
Liberty it coſt anne beſides his Loſs 
of- Time and Neglect of Buſineſs, which he bore | 
at his own Charge, without a Colle ion by a 
Factious Club at Merceri-Chappel. Now if a 
Legjonite Parliament had Power to commit a Gen- 
tleman barely for mentioning the Name of a 
Mercenary Member, without hearing the Mat- 
ter of Fact, I hope an Engliſh Parliament has 
Power to commit perſons that inſult them in 
the midſt of their Debates for the common good 
of the Realm. But theſe Legionites are the 
Thangeſ Creatures in the Univerſe, what is the 
higheſt Juſtice in themſel ves is the greateſt In- 
5 in others; and ſo vain and peremptory 
are they, that nothing can be well done that is 
not of their own acting; and ſuch Conjurers do 
they pretend to be, that if their fooliſh Humour 
dontt take place, Ruit Celum, the World is juſt 
at an end, and our land i is ready to be drown'd | 
in the Ocean. 
To paſs over many acer things that might 
be ſaid in Vindication of a Parliament, which 
was as able to vindicate it ſelf as any I have yet 
known, 1 ſhall proceed to conſider the Conti- 
nuation of the er Mer... 
As ſoon as the Parliament was prorogued,and 
| the 
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ſembled the Heads of their Tribes, where it was 
carried, nemine contradicente, that the five Rentiſh- © 


Priſoners ſhould have the Thanks of all the Fa- 


ious Houſes in England: And then it was re- 
ſolv d that Money be collected to make a noble 
Treat for the ſaid worthy Members, in honour 
of their gallant and generous Enterprizes, and 
in deriſion of that Parliament who had ſo un- 


juſtly confim d em; and accordingly ſome of 


the Sheriff- makers of London were ordered to 
collect the ſaid Money, which I am told they 


did to the value of 200 l. tho ſome they impor⸗ 
tun d to join with them had more Wit than to 


do it. And to compleat the Show, that it might 
look ſomewhat Majeſtick, the Ballad-maker 
of Whitehal was ordered to compoſe ſome Lines 


to the Laud and Praiſe of the five Kentiſh Vor- 


thies; which he did with like ſucceſs, as when 

he and the Parſon rebell'd againſt King David, = 
and broke his Lute, and murder'd his Pſalms. > 
Things being thus ordered, the Guinea-drop- 

pers for the Feaſt meet at Mercers-Chappel, where 

all things are ready, Bak'd, Boil'd and Roaſt, 

and Cod and Calves-head in abundance. Bur 

when the five Worthies entered, Lord, what a 


ſtir there was! Jove when he appears in an Aſ- 


C ſembly 
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 fembly of the Gods, cannot have more Ho- 
mage paid him: The Cits were grown mere 
Courtiers, and none could have thought their 
Hams had been ſo ſupple. Next the Vorthies 
was placed their Secretary of State, the Author 
of the Legion Letter; and one might read the 
Downfal of Parliaments in his very Counte- 
nance. Beſides thoſe admitted to the Feaſt, 
Fame had brought a numerous Croud to be 
SpeRators ; the Journeymen and Apprentices 
ran for one whole Day from their Maſters; this 
vas &*en as bad as a Lord-Mayor's Show; hi- 
ther came the good Man and good Woman, 
who brought her Child along with her, and 
went home very well ſatisfy'd, and thank'd God 
that her Child had ſeen a Kentiſh Worthy. 
But after the Teeth had done their Duty, the 
Tongues went to work,and nothing was ſpoken 
burt in praiſe of the Heroes, and condemnation of 
E the Parliament; the moſt Diſſenting ſqueamiſh 
Stomach preſent could drink off its Glaſs to tbe 
Health of Cinque-Quatre, i. e. to the five Kentiſh. - 
Worthies, and the four Impeached Lords : It was re- 
ſolved, Nemine contradicente, that the Parliament 
ſhould be diſfoly'd, and that the five Worthies 
ſhould be choſen in the next Parliament, two of 
= : - them for the County, and the others for the 
| moſt 


0 

moſt conſiderable Corporations in Rent. 
Never any Accident happen d more oppor- 
tunely in favour of a certain Party, than the 
Death of the late K. James ; and as if they and 
the French King had made private Articles at the 


Treaty of Partition, his declaring the pretended 


Prince of Wales at that Juncture, did their Plot a 


wonderful piece of Service. For tho the Suc- 


5 ug was already ſettled in the Proteſtant. 


Line, which Act effe&ually extinguifh'd the 
Hopes of the Hung Pretender to the Imperial 
Crowns of theſe Kingdoms : Yet this Preſump- 


tion of the French King's gave the Legionites 0c- 


I 45 


caſion to fill the Nation with Jealouſies and 


Fears; and theſe Fears were the more heightned, 


by inſinuating into the Populace the Nation's 

imminent Danger by a Parliament they ſaid 
was not in the King's Intereſt, and which did 
not the Seſſions before mind the King's Buſineſs ; 
tho indeed the Conſtitution of an Engliſh Par- 


liament was not intended for that end and pur- 


| poſe, they are conſtituted, appointed and cho- 
| ſen to mind the Peoples Buſineſs, they are the 


Guardians of the Peoples Liberties, and in Par- 
liament are obliged to.purſue the beſt Methods 
for the ſecurity of the Realm, which things no- 
Parliament ever yet proſecuted with. greater 
TL CY - Wiſdom, - 


| Wiſdom, more Fidelity and Courage than this 
Parliament we are ſpeaking of, and I think 
they were in duty bound to neglect all Buſineſs 
of a contrary Nature to it. 
This was the happy Minute which they im- 
brac'd to ſhew a publick Reſentment of the Na- 
_ tion's diſaffection to this Parliament. The old 
trade of Addreſſing is begun, againſt the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales one word, and two againſt 
the Parliament. But never any wiſe King yet 
rely d upon popular A ddreſſing, they _ in- 
capable by Addreſſes to judg the true Senſe of 
a Nation, for never yet one 8th part of the Peo- 
ple ſign d ſuch Addreſſes, which are generally 
promoted b deſigning and ambitious, 
forward and willing to make a Noiſe in the 
World, and ſome profitable Bargain with the 
Prince they addreſs. And it has been often ob- 
| ſerv'd that Addrefles have ſpoken the wrong 
Senſe of the Matter; Richard Cromwel found this 
ã Truth by woful Experience, as did alſo King 
James, when theſe very Legionites addrefs'd him 
and his Velſb Cub, and in a few months after 
ſent both of em packing. I think Lauderdale 
was much in the right on't, when he told K. 
Charles II. that Addrefles were fit for nothing 


; How- | 


_ 
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However, according to the deſire of their *' ” 


Hearts this good Parliament is diffoly'd ; which 
tho it was a great ſurprize to many who lov'd 
their Country, and the Liberties of England, yet 
the Legionites ſeem'd no more elevated at the 
news, than at-the other happy Accidents had 
befallen them in their Attempts - againſt our 
Conſtitution ; ſo that their evenneſs of Temper 
plainly demonſtrated it was no new thing to 
them, and the proviſion they made againſt the 
good Time, plainly ſhew'd their knowledg 
when it would be. Nöõ) | 
There is but one thing now remaining to ' 
get their Plot effectually executed, which is to 
chuſe a new Parliament for the Turn, as they 
term it. To effect which, beſrdes their old Me- 
thods of Lying, Railing, Bribing, c. they 
have recourſe to Libelling and Stigmatizing 


ſuch Members of the late Houſe as ſtood moſt 


in the way of their Arbitrary Deſigns: Heie- 
upon a Black Lift is printed of the Names of 
ſuch Members as they would have left out at 
the next Election; and this Liſt was very care- 
fully by the Party diſpers'd throughout the 
whole Nation. Certainly a greater piece of 
Villany was never perpetrated in theſe parts 
of the World; for in this Liſt were inſerted the 

i . Names 
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Names of the moſt eminent Patriots of their 
Country, ſuch as had been in all Reigns in no 
Intereſt but that of the Peoples. Which Lif 
(tho the Deſign of it were villanous) would 1 
have enrol'd in the Records of this Kingdom, 
to the immortal Honour of thoſe truly venera- 
ble Names, to the encouragement of their Po- 
ſterity to like virtuous Actions, and to let fu- 
ture Ages ſee what a large Roll of Worthies 
we had in the Houſe of Commons, who pre- 
ſerved our Rights when our Liberties were in 
the greateſt danger, and molt likely to be loft. 
Their pitching upon ſuch Men to expo: em 
as Enemys to the King and the preſent Go- 
vernment, was the cleareſt Indication of what 
they intended; for they ſtruck at ſuch Men as 
never turn'd their Back in the Houſe upon a 
good Vote, and ſuch as were never mercenary 
nor brib'd into a Court Intereſt, either by 
Place or Penſion; at ſuch they ſtruck, as by 
their large Patrimonies and great Shares.of the 
Land of this Iſland could not in any wile be 
ſuſpected to be in a French Intereſt, and at ſuch 
as no good King can have the leaſt reaſon to 
miſtruſt, and — A every good King will ho- 
nour and eſteem. Could there be any thing in 
the World more invidious, more villanous and 
= --. | mali- 


Find 


malicious, than to accuſe the Honourable Speaker of 
that Houſe of Diſaffection to his Majeſty, of being in 
a French Intereſt, of taking French Money, &c, who 
is deſcended from a Generous Stock, that has born our 
Country the beſt Fruit; and who, beſides his own per- 
ſonal Merit, Worth, and Fidelity, which might juſt- 
ly ſecure him from the Reproaches of malicious 
ongues, has ſo large a Stake in the Hedg, as to put 
him out of the Danger of the Temptation of French 
Gold? To any one acquainted with the Proceedings 
of the late Reigns, it muſt ſeem a ſtrange Turn now 
to have the worthy Families of the Harleys and Foleys 
ſtigmatized as Enemies to their Country, and as being 
in a French Intereſt, eſpecially to be thus repreſented by 
the Diſſenting Preachers, who in a great meaſure owe 
their Liberties to them, and others nam'd in their 
Black Lift; and had they not a few days ago join'd 
their. Intereſt to throw out a Clauſe, the Noncon- 
forming Preachers would have been obliged to ſwear 
to ſupport a Church from which they diſſent. Iam. 
ſure theſe Preachers deſerv*d no ſuch Kindneſs at 
their Hands ; and had they either Grace, Honour, or 
Honeſty, they would bluſh to ſee their Calumnies re- 
warded with good Services, by Gentlemen whoſe Re- 
putations they had ſo long attempted to murder. 
What could more affect our Liberties, and endanger 
the Conſtitution of our Parliaments, than to create a 
Miſtruſt in the Common People, that their Repre. 
ſentatives were going to ſell their Country to the 
French ? and impudently to affirm that they had taken 
Mony of Count Tallard the French Ambaſſador, as 
. Premiums for that purpoſe; and all this done under 
the dark Diſguiſes of Libels, when the Authors have 


not as yet had the honeſty to attempt the Proof of it 
| apainſt 
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againſt any one particular Member ? God forbid but 
thoſe guilty of ſuch Crimes ſhould be brought to pu- 
niſhment. But *tis intolerable to have Patriots aſpers'd 
by Villains to the Ruin of our Conſtitution : Calum- 


| nies of the like nature procured the Fate of the Great 


De Wits in Holland, who were the beſt Patriots ever 
that Country knew ; and like theirs would have been 
the Fate of theſe Exgliſb Patriots, had the Legionites 
Strength been anſwerable to their Malice. : 


But how falſe ſoever theſe Aſperſions are in them- = 
ſelves, the Party thought it neceſſary for the finiſhing 


their Plot, to ſend them into the Countries when the 
Writs were iſſued from the Crown-Office for the Ele. 
ing a New Parliament. Very diligent were they in 
Lying, Bribing, and Calumniating ; they were only 
mortify'd at the unhappy Accident in Kent, in not 


| petting one of their Five Worthies elected, when they 


ad ſo fairly promis'd the People to have them all 


Members. This was a fair Diſcovery of one of their 


Lies, -when they told the People thoſe Worthies were 
the greateſt Men, and had the beſt Intereſt in the 
County. But to ſalve this Sore, and make good this 
Failure, Tom Double comes out of Gloaceſterſhire with 


News, that Mr. How had loſt his Election; and 


having heard that Mr, Hammond and Dr. D' Ave - 
nant were quite routed, they concluded they had gain'd 
their Point, that they had got a Parliament for their 
Turn: And ſeeing by Lies they had routed, as they 
ſaid, one Parliament, they took upon them to pro- 


vide Rules. for the other to walk by. TI ſhall take no 


notice of the Hornbooks they gave ſome of the Mem- 
bers; for my part J ſhould not care to be a Member 
upon ſuch Terms: I ſhall obſerve their finiſhing Stroke 
—U— 88 
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The Commons in the aft Parliament had impeach'd 


Four of their Friends, and had committed others, they 
were now reſolved to be even with em, and as many of 
the Commons were doom'd that way; the Perſons they 


aim'd at had never been imploy'd in publick Offices, and 
therefore could not be impeach'd of Imbezeling the Na- 


tion's Mony ; they had never been of the King's Coun- 


_ cil, and therefore could not be impeach'd of Partition 
Treaties, and of adviſing Illegal! Grants; but they had 
been in London when Count Tallard was at Court, and 
therefore might be impeach'd of taking French Mony. 
They did not care whether the Matter of Fa& were 


true, provided the Perfons were impeach'd; by this 


means they would have been committed to the Tower, 
and ſokept from the Service of the Houſe the whole Seſ- 


ſions. ?T'was no matter how ſcandalous the Evidence 
was, provided they obtain'd their Ends, otherwiſe they 
would never have engaged their Brother Fuller to ac- 


cuſe ſo many worthy Members of both Houſes. This 


was their New Phot againſt our Parliament; for Fuller's 


Accuſation is the ſame with theirs, both in reſpect of 
Perſons and Crimes: and it is notoriouſly true, that the 
Legiomies have ſupported bim in that Affair, and had 


he ſucceeded as they wiſh'd, we ſhould have had ano- 
ther Treat at Mercers-Chappel,, and have had as fine a 
Picture for Fuller as we had for the. Kentiſh Worthies : 
But the Cauſe and the Patrons of it are alike infamous, 


and all good, Men abominate both. 5 
The Parliament being choſen, the chief Thing to be 


conſidered is, the Choice of a Speaker: The old Speaker 


was calumniated by the Party, and a thouſand Lies 
wy rais d 3 to — 3 of the Chair. 
We may, I hope, expect a more favourable Opportunity 
(when the People of this N ation ſhall have — 


£ 
, 
: 
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their Senſes)" to give the World an account of the Me- 
thods usd to keep this Honourable Perfon from being 
the Mouth of the Houſe this Seſſions : but certainly no 
Age can parallel the clandeſtine Practices made uſe of 
upon that account, which ſhews the earneſt Endea- 
vours of a Party amongſt us to ruin our Conſtitution, 
And tho the Legionites loſt their Point in reſpe& to a 
Speaker, yet their hopes of obtainin ir End are not 
yet quite extinguiſhed; for whoever frequents the Pacti- 
ous Coffee-Houſes in the City, and obſer ves the Talk of 
thoſe Men, may find they rely more upon the Army to 
be raiſed as a Support to their Cauſe, than to the Confe- 
deracy. The Heads of this Faction, who are the Mo. 
dern Whigs and many of the Diſſenters, are not in them 
ſelves formidable, as being of no Principles, and conſe- 


' quently of no Courage, and therefore have endeavoured ' 


to gain the brainleſs Mob on their ſide, who corrupted 
in Judgment, will venture without Fear or Wit. But 
of all the miſchievous Creatures among us, the Impu- 
dence of the Foreigners is to be admired, who the laſt 
Seſſion entred themſelves under the Legionites; for who- 
ever at that time us'd the Publick Houſes in Spittle- fields 
and neighbouring Places, might have heard the French 
Vagabonds rail at the Parliament, with as much afſu- 
rance as if like the Kentiſh Worthies they had been their 
| Maſters. At the time when the Difference was betwixt 
che two Houſes, I heard ſome of theſe Foreigners at a 
_ Coffee-houſe near Devopſhire-ſquare ſay, That they had 
in England 100 thouſand French would join with the 
EKing againſt the Parliament. By all which we may ſee. 
what a miſerable Condition the Ezei3ſb Nation is in: 
Our Armies are engaged in the Quarrels of Foreigners 
abroad, whilſt we have an Army of them at home in 
eur. very. Bowels ready to deſtroy our Conſtitution. - 
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We have a Court that ſpeaks Frexch, in the ſame Li- 
very with that at St. Germains, mourning after the 
Herſe of the late K. James. Foreigners are poſſeſsd of 
Places of the greateſt Profit and Truſt in the Kingdom, 
and by laviſh Grants are becoming Lords of the Soil, 
whilſt our Parliaments can hardly maintain their Con- 
ſtitution againſt the Inſults of Native and Foreign Ene- 
mies. Under theſe Circumſtances, what, ye Engliſh 
Men, will become of your Antient Rights, your Free 
Cuſtoms and Liberties, which if once you loſe, you will 
be the moſt miſerable People upon Earth ? _ _ 
And after what has been ſaid an this Subject, would 
it not become the Wiſdom and Honour of a Houſe of 
Commons to puniſh the Abettors of ſuch a Plot, as 


meant the DeſtruQion of their ow and the Peoples 


| Rights? This Plot was of a far more dangerous nature 
than that of the Gunpowder Treaſon ; Gaido Faux de- 


ſign'd the Deſtruction but of one Houſe of Commons, 
but theſe Men deſign'd the utter Extirpation of all ſuch 
lawful Aſſemblies, and conſequently of our Civil Rights. 


But *tis hop'd that the Wiſdom and Courage, the Una- 
nimity and Zeal of this Houſe of Commons in provid- 


ing, not only for our own Safety, but likewiſe for that 
of all ae and in maintaining their own Rights, as 
ent the braveſt People in the World, will a- 


they repre ö 
bundantly confute the groundleſs Calumnies of an ill - 
deſigning Party. | 5 
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